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ABOUT HAWKINSVILLE

he Hawkinsville Downtown Development Authority
(DDA) and Hawkinsville Main Street Program welcome
you to our community. With a strong local identity, high
quality of life, and unique resources for industry, agriculture,
and other businesses, Hawkinsville and Pulaski County offer
an ideal location to grow business and raise a family. Our
warm and inviting small town atmosphere, convenient Middle
Georgia location, talented workforce, historic downtown, and
scenic rural setting are just a few reasons to consider our

community for your business.
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Hawkinsville-Pulaski Economic
Development combines the resources
and tools of the DDA and Main Street
program to support downtown businesses
and grow the local economy. These
programs exist to create, implement,
and evaluate a systematic plan of work
specifically designed to stimulate and
sustain downtown economic growth
and viability, protect and preserve our
historic resources and downtown char-
acter, and enhance the overall quality
of life for the citizens of Hawkinsville
and Pulaski County.

We are excited that you are inter-
ested in Downtown Hawkinsville,
and we hope to be of assistance to

you during this exciting time in your
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life. The Hawkinsville Downtown
Development Authority and Main
Street Program of Hawkinsville offer
a variety of tools and contacts which
you may find useful when considering
opening or expanding a business in our
district. Please let us know if you are
seeking information that you do not
find on our website— we likely have
it or know how to help you find it

The Hawkinsville Downtown
Development Authority and Main
Street Program maintains a great work-
ing relationship with the Planning and
Zoning Department, and we are will-
ing to assist you through the local
requirements to help expedite the

process of opening a business.




he lifestyle advantages of Hawkinsville

and Pulaski County, Georgia are many,

and include quality education and health-
care offerings, plenty of outdoor recreation
opportunities, and engaging local attractions.
A warm climate, progressive leadership and
friendly, hometown people are the icing on
the cake.

MAJOR ROUTES & DESTINATIONS
NEAR HAWKINSVILLE AND
PULASKI COUNTY:

. 175 | 18 miles

. 116 | 55 miles

. 1-95 | 145 miles

. Cordele Inland Port | 31 miles
. Port of Savannah | 134 miles
. Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta

International Airport | 105 miles

Hawkinsville and Pulaski County offer
an aggressive package of incentives for
potential business relocation or expansion
in the community. These tools exist to
encourage investment and job creation.
Hawkinsville-Pulaski County is eager to
help your business grow.
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R.U.R.A.L ZONE

R.U.R.AL. Zone (Revitalizing Underdeveloped Rural Areas
Legislation) designation provides incentives in the form of tax credits
to promote the revitalization of vacant rural Georgia downtown areas.
By encouraging investment, job creation, and economic growth in
long-established business districts, Rural Zone helps stimulate economic
activity and preserve the unique small-town assets of Hawkinsville.



. Eligible businesses can claim a $2,000 tax credit
per new full-time equivalent job with the total
credit not to exceed $40,000 per year

. Eligible applicants must create two full-time
equivalent jobs

. Eligible businesses include professional services
or retail

. Credit can be taken for five consecutive years

as long as jobs are maintained

. Equivalent to 30% of qualified rehabilitation
costs not to exceed $150,000

. Credit should be prorated equally in three install-

ments over three taxable years

- To quality, projects must create a minimum of
two full-time equivalent jobs

. This credit is for purchasing property downtown
within the Rural Revitalization Zone

. Credits are equivalent to 25% of the purchase
price not to exceed $125,000

. To claim this tax credit the investment property
must be within the designated zone and create
two full-time equivalent jobs

. Credit can be claimed over a period of five years



| TAX INCENTIVES

State Tax Incentives

INCOME TAX INCENTIVES

State tax incentives are available for owners of a historic property
who carry out a substantial rehabilitation. A state income tax credit
of 25% is available for rehabilitation costs. The credit is capped at
$100,000 for residences and $300,000 for income-producing proper-
ties. This amended tax credit is allowed for the taxable year in which
the certified rehabilitation is completed.

PREFERENTIAL PROPERTY TAX
ASSESSMENT FOR REHABILITATED
HISTORIC PROPERTY

This incentive temporarily freezes the county property tax assessment
for over eight years. This incentive is available for personal residences
as well as income-producing properties. The owner must increase the
fair market value of the building by 50-100%, depending on use.
The Georgia Department of Natural Resources’ Historic Preservation
Division (HPD) and the Georgia Department of Revenue admin-
isters the program.

*The application is a two- or three-part process, describing before
and after rehabilitation. Ideally, project work should be submit-
ted before work begins and be completed within two years.

*Applications are sent to HPD, and must be reviewed and

approved by HPD

*Applications are then sent from HPD to the National Park
Service for the Rehabilitation Investment Tax Credit

*There are substantial requirements that must be met to qual-
ify for both income tax incentives and the State Preferential
Property Tax Assessment for Rehabilitated Historic Property.




STATE OPPORTUNITY ZONE

Local governments which undertake redevelopment and
revitalization efforts in certain older commercial and industrial
areas can now qualify those areas for the States maximum job tax
credit of $3,500 per job. The incentive, which is available for new
or existing businesses that create two or more jobs, is a Job Tax
Credit which can be taken against the businesss Georgia income
tax liability and payroll withholding tax. The credit is available for
areas designated by DCA as an ‘State Opportunity Zone> DCA
will consider designations for areas that are within or adjacent to a
census block group with 15% or greater poverty where an enterprise
zone or urban redevelopment plan exists.

State Opportunity Zone Tax Credit Incentives:
o the maximum Job Tax Credit allowed under law - $3,500 per
job created

o the lowest job creation threshold of any job tax credit program -
2 jobs

o use of Job Tax Credits against 100 percent of Georgia income
tax liability and withholding tax

o provides for businesses of any nature to qualify, not just a de-
fined "business enterprise”




Official Opportunity Zone map for - City of Hawkinsville
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION
TAX INCENTIVES

A federal income tax credit equal to 20% of rehabilitation
expenses is available for income-producing properties. This
credit applies exclusively to income-producing properties. The
application is first reviewed by the Historic Preservation

Division (HPD) then forwarded to the National Park

Service for final approval.
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| GRANTS & LOANS




DOWNTOWN FACADE
GRANT PROGRAM

The Hawkinsville Downtown Development Authority (DDA) has estab-
lished a grant/loan program to encourage aesthetic exterior improvements to
properties in Downtown Hawkinsville and to promote economic development
in the downtown district. This grant/loan program is intended to restore and
preserve downtown properties and to encourage projects that are compatible
with the downtown’s historic character.

Painting, cleaning, and repair of masonry

. Repair or replacement of architectural features, doors, and windows

Signs (new, repairs or replacement)

Exterior lighting (new, repairs or replacement)

Awnings (new, repairs or replacement)

Removing inappropriate or incompatible exterior finishes or materials

Restoring exterior finishes or materials

Repairing or replacing windows (windows cannot be tinted)

Display area lighting

Window boxes or permanent planters

Removal of false fronts, metal canopies, and additions that detract
from the building’s historical and architectural character.



| GRANTS & LOANS

DOWNTOWN FACADE
GRANT PROGRAM

. Applicants must be building owners; however,
tenants and owners may jointly apply

. Tenant and owner must agree to maintain
the facade for five years, which is the maxi-
mum length of the loan

. Property must be commercial and located
within the designated historic district (see
map on page 10)

. All improvements must comply with building

codes in Hawkinsville Code of Ordinances

- Any and all work must be approved by
the Hawkinsville Historic Preservation

Commission

. Grants/loans are limited to one facade grant
per building front during any 12-month
period

- Work must commence within 60 days of
grant approval and be completed within 180
days of commencement

. Granted amounts will be paid at the comple-
tion of work

« Only historical exterior colors can be used
and must be approved

. Two bids from contractors and/or vendors
must be submitted with application




Facade Grant\Loan Criteria

Requests for grants will be reviewed,
approved, or denied based on the

following criteria:
* Availability of grant\loan funds

*Historic or architectural significance

of the property

*Compatibility with other downtown

improvement projects

*Potential impact of the project on
downtown

*Visual prominence of the building
*Overall cost of the project

*Completeness of the application and
quality of the project

*Willingness to complete the project
and overall merit

* Approval must be given before work

can begin

TR

Grant Amounts

*Grants will be given only on eligi-
ble projects

*Properties located within the historic
district are eligible for up to $1,500
in storefront facade grant funds per

year

*Owners with multiple properties are
eligible for a grant for each building

‘Please allow up to 60 days for
review and approval of grant

In reviewing an application,

the Hawkinsville
Development Authority shall not

Downtown

discriminate on the basis of race,
religion, sex, color, age, sexual orien-
tation, national origin, disability or

marital status.
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BATTS DRUG CO.

| Example of an appropriate downtown facade improvement







UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA ARCHWAY
PARTNERSHIP DESIGN ASSISTANCE

' Downtown Hawkinsville’s business and property owners may take
. advantage of the Design Assistance Program offered through the
University of Georgia s Archway Partnership. The Design Assistance

~ = Program provides site planning services, paint color recommendations,
g . facade improvement recommendations, and other suggestions for appro-
L R T priate exterior improvement to historic buildings. Property owners/tenants
.. will also receive a color rendering of the proposed building improvements.




- »'
2753
| g L

¥ DOWNTOWN
HAWKINSVILLE LOANS

In addition to facade grants, the Hawkinsville DDA offers loans of up
to $8500 to eligible downtown property owners. Repaid through regular
monthly payments to the DDA, these funds are available to assist prop-
erty owners with the costs of renovating and restoring downtown buildings.




. Maximum loan amount is $8,500
. Funds are payable through the terms listed below

. Property owner or owner\tenant must sign and execute all related

paperwork and promissory notes

. The minimum payment amount will be $75 per month

. The maximum term of repayment shall be sixty (60) months,
payable in equal consecutive monthly installments. Monthly payment
for the tenant will be added to their utility bill each month

. Building owners will receive a monthly statement

. Monthly payments must be paid on or before the tenth (10th) day
of each month until the full amount of the loan is paid

. Should the borrower fail to make the monthly payments on or
before the twentieth (20th) day of each month, the note shall be
in default, and the Hawkinsville DDA may declare the unpaid
principal balance immediately due and payable and will have such
other rights and remedies as may be available according to the laws
of the State of Georgia

. Payments will begin on the tenth (10th) day of the month follow-
ing the date of final project payment

. The note will be in default if construction is not complete within

three months from the date of the promissory note
. No penalty for early repayment

. If property is sold or transferred during the term of this loan, the
outstanding balance must be paid at the time of closing/transfer

of property



DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS (DCA)
DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT
REVOLVING LOAN FUND

The purpose of the Downtown Development Revolving
Loan Fund (DDRLF) is to assist cities, counties, and
development authorities in their efforts to revitalize and
enhance downtown areas by providing below-market rate
financing to fund capital projects in core historic downtown

areas and adjacent historic neighborhoods where DDRLF

will spur commercial redevelopment.
The maximum loan is $250,000 per project. Applications

will be accepted throughout the year and as loan funds
are available to the Department.




GEORGIA CITIES FOUNDATION
REVOLVING LOAN FUND

The Georgia Cities Foundation assists cities in their efforts
to revitalize and enhance downtown areas by serving as a
partner and facilitator in funding capital projects through
a revolving loan fund. These loan funds can be coupled

with the DDRLF.

The maximum loan is $200,000 per project. Applications
will be accepted throughout the year and as loan funds

are available.



| ADDITIONAL FUNDING

ADDITIONAL STATE INCENTIVES IN
HAWKINSVILLE & PULASKI COUNTY

‘dJob Tax Credit - $3,500 per job each year, minimum two net new jobs
(Pulaski County is a Tier 1 community).

‘Port Job Tax Credit Bonus — $1,250 per job added to the job tax credit

for a 10% increase in port activity out of a Georgia port.

*Quality Jobs Tax Credit — $2,500-$5,000 per job tax credit available to
companies that create at least 50 jobs in a 24-month period at wages at
least 10% higher than the county average.

*Work Opportunity Tax Credit — Federal tax credit of $1,200 to $9,000
per hire to Georgia companies that hire workers who have faced barriers
to employment.

‘Investment Tax Credit — Up to 8% of qualified capital investment of
$50,000 or more for manufacturers or telecommunications companies that
have operated in Georgia for at least 3 years.

‘Mega Project Tax Credit — Available to businesses that employ at least
1,800 “net new” employees and have either a minimum annual payroll of
$150 million or make a minimum $450 million investment in Georgia.

‘Research and Development Tax Credit — Available to companies that
spend more on qualified research in Georgia; credit is a percentage of that
spending increase.

*Film, Television and Digital Entertainment Tax Credit — Up to 30%
of money spent on production and post-production in Georgia, minimum

spending amount $500,000.

*Musical Tax Credit — Up to 20% on qualified production expenditures,
minimum spend $500,000 for musical or theatrical performances, $250,000
for synchronized recorded musical performance, and $100,000 for any other

recorded musical performance.
*One Georgia Grants

*Quick Start training available for employees at no cost to qualified businesses.




. Corporate Income Tax: Georgia’s low corporate tax rate of 5.75
percent and single factor apportionment formula applies the corpo-
rate tax rate only to gross receipts or sales in Georgia, significantly
reducing the tax rate of Georgia companies with substantial sales to

customers outside of Georgia.

. Property Tax: Taxes on real estate and tangible personal property
are levied by the City of Hawkinsville, Pulaski County, and the
Pulaski County School District. The tax rates are set annually,
but do not significantly change from year to year. All properties
are assessed at 40% of fair market value. The effective tax rate
represents total tax as a percentage of fair market value. Pulaski
County will consider property tax abatement on a case-by-case basis.

. City of Hawkinsville: 5.597

. Pulaski County: 14.029

- Unincorporated Fire District: 0.749
. Pulaski County Schools: 13.967

. City of Hawkinsville: 3%
. Pulaski County: 7%
. State of Georgia: 4%

Sandy White, Economic Development Director

46 S. Lumpkin Street | P.O. Box 300
Hawkinsville, GA 31036
Phone: (478) 783-1717

Email: econdevahawkinsvillega.net






