
 

 

Welcome to our eighteenth edition of “What’s        

going on at HOME” a monthly newsletter of the         

Hawkinsville-Pulaski Chamber of Commerce.  This 

newsletter will feature news and happenings in and 

around our community.  If you have an article that 

you would like to share with the community, please 

feel free to submit it to the Chamber office.  Deadline 

for submission to be included in the next newsletter 

will be May 14, 2021. It can be dropped by or emailed 

to info@hawkinsvillechamber.org 

What’s 

going on at  HOME  

#comehometohawkinsville 

  PREMIUM MEMBERS 

PLATIUM GOLD SILVER 

Visit www.hawkinsville-

pulaski.org/downtown/ 

and see what properties 

are available in the 

downtown district.  Also 

check out the incentives 

available for purchase, 

rehab and job creation.  

Have a building in the 

downtown district you 

want listed then contact 

Sandy for more details. 
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Check out our new publication that contains   infor-

mation on all of the incentives available for proper-

ty and business owners that locate in our down-

town.  This publication highlights our new rural 

zone program and others.  If anyone is interested in 

participating in any of these pro-

grams, let Sandy know at 

econdev@hawkinsvillega.net or 

call (478)783-1717. 

 

 

Follow this link to download 

your own copy @ https://

issuu.com/rsvpstudio/docs/

hawkinsville_incentive_report 

DOWNTOWN           
INCENTIVES 
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Holistic health coaching restoring spiritual, physical 

and emotional health to pastors, ministry staff and 

missionaries around the world.  

Amanda VanLandingham—Founder and CEO 

64 First Street, Hawkinsville, GA 31036 

(478)787-2890,  email: Amanda @ serving forward.org 

Friday, April 23, 2021 at 7 PM 
EDT – 8:30 PM EDT  

EVENT: 5K RUN/WALK 
Start Time: 8:00am EDT   End Time: 10:00am EDT 

Price: $25.00 Race Fee + $2.45 Signup Fee 
Registration: Price increases to $30.00 after April 26, 2021 at 
11:59pm EDT 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

We are the Georgia Real Estate Solution For Sellers, Investment Property Owners, And Tired 
Landlords.  Find out why our integrity and diligence earns us the right to say, “We are a bet-
ter solution than normal Georgia Property Managers” 

Come enjoy a great meal under the stars in the unfinished greenhouse! An ex-

perience you won’t want to miss! Dinner and dessert with friends while learning all about     

Serving Forwards mission and goals. You can even learn how you can be a part of it! A great 

date night.  $25 a person or reserve a table of 6 for $125 through PayPal: aman-

da@servingforward.org Must RSVP and prepay by April 20th. 

CALL US!  

(478) 256-9947 

How Do We Do It? 

Simply put… Our primary purpose is rental investing. We don’t divert 
our time to hundreds of houses. We give a lot attention to a few cli-
ents. Not the other way around. Tenants like it, Homeowners love it, 
Everyone is happy. We answer our own phone and take care of prob-
lems as fast as they arise to ensure a smooth operation.   

 



 

“Restaurants are embracing new channels for 

customers to interact with their business, 

effectively meeting them wherever they are.” 

While 92% of restaurateurs say they are anxious about the next six months, 

the future is full of exciting developments for the industry. Restaurants are 

entering a new era, investing in changes designed to make them more 

efficient and able to provide a frictionless customer experience, without 

being boxed in by a single revenue stream. 

CLICK HERE 

https://hawkinsvillechamber.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/SquareUp-Handouts-1.pdf


 

PRESENTS 

 

 UGA launches Restaurant Reset series, provides support for Georgia restaurant owners  
The University of Georgia Small Business Development Center (SBDC) is launching the Restaurant Reset series, de-

signed to support restauranteurs in the areas necessary for their ventures to be successful. Over the course of sev-

en sessions, attendees will be guided by a team of expert business consultants.  

“Based on years of working with restaurant owners, we’ve seen several areas of opportunity for their growth,” said 

Daniel McCoy, business consultant and Restaurant Reset presenter. “These topics were selected with that goal of 

growth in mind. Many of these presenters are former or current restaurant owners and all are subject-matter ex-

perts in their topics.”  

 

 Sessions Include:  

• Finding a Loan / Alternative Financing – April 27  

• Menu and Trend – May 11  

• Finding and Retaining Employees – May 25  

• Expanding Food Services – June 9  
 

 

 “During a time when restaurant owners have been  

especially hard hit, it is important we continue to      

address the challenges Georgia’s restaurant owners are 

experiencing,” said Beth Melnik, associate state direc-

tor.  “The Restaurant Reset series provides guidance for   

restaurateurs and a community of support.”  

These sessions are being offered at no-cost to attendees due to funding from the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Secu-

rity (CARES) Act. Pre-registration is required. To register, visit www.georgiasbdc.org/restaurant-reset.  

 

The University of Georgia Small Business Development Center (SBDC) is designated as one of Georgia’s top provides of small 

business assistance, providing 1:1 business consulting and continuing education training. With 18 offices across the state, there 

is a UGA SBDC location serving every community. The UGA SBDC is a Public Service and Outreach unit of the University of Geor-

gia and is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the U.S. Small Business Administration.  

https://www.georgiasbdc.org/restaurant-reset/
https://www.georgiasbdc.org/restaurant-reset/


 
“Local retailers have advantages over big 

players, like Amazon and Walmart, in that 

they’re physically close to their customers, 

and they offer a more curated and 

higher-quality selection of products. 

That creates opportunities to shine.” 

Retailers have been driven to go where customers have gone, focusing 

on selling across a variety of channels, known as omnichannel retailing. 

Big-box retailers used to dominate the omnichannel space. But as 

consumers prioritize connection, convenience, and products they can’t 

find anywhere else, local retailers are redefining what a successful 

omnichannel experience can look like for independent businesses.  Learn more 

CLICK HERE 

https://hawkinsvillechamber.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/SquareUp-Handouts-2_2.23.21.pdf


Go to www.georgiasbdc.org/startsmart for complete details and to apply online. You may also contact Trudy Lawrence at 
(478) 757-3609 or email; tlawrence@georgiasbdc.org.  

http://www.georgiasbdc.org/startsmart
mailto:tlawrence@georgiasbdc.org


Creating a Path to             

L i t e r a c y 
According to  Get Georgia Reading, a statewide literacy campaign, nearly six out 
of 10 children are not reading proficiently by the end of third grade. This statistic 
is important because the end of third grade marks the critical time when children 
shift from learning to read to reading to learn. Children unable to make this tran-
sition face serious barriers for future learning.  

“Imagine being in the fourth grade, where the curriculum depends on your ability 
to read to learn—any subject, including math and science, ” says Arianne Wel-
don, director of the Get Georgia Reading Campaign, which is coordinated by 
Georgia Family Connection Partnership. “Without knowing how to read, you fall 
further and further behind. ” 

And the news gets worse. Research shows that children who can ’t read profi-
ciently by the end of third grade are more likely to experience poor health, have 
discipline problems, become teen parents and drop out of high school. As adults, 
they’re more likely to spend time in prison, struggle with unemployment and face 
shorter life expectancies.  

According to a study by Northeastern University, every student who doesn ’t com-
plete high school costs Georgia an estimated $292,000 in lost earnings, taxes 
and productivity. “Getting more kids to read proficiently by the end of third grade 
is a way to break the cycle of intergenerational poverty and improve our econom-
ic competitiveness and quality of life, ” says Weldon. 

To help tackle this issue, Weldon says that in 2013, more than 100 state and 
community leaders formed the Get Georgia Reading Campaign and created a 
framework for action to take on third grade reading as an urgent priority for chil-
dren ’s health, well-being and the future of our state. Get Georgia Reading ’s 
framework has four pillars—language nutrition, access, positive learning climate 
and teacher preparation and effective-
ness – that define the conditions that 
must be in place so that all children 
are on a path to literacy.  

“We approach literacy as a systemic 
issue,” Weldon says. “Using the four-
pillar framework as a guide, state and 
community partners explore data and 
research to craft strategies and adapt 
practices and policies to reach our 
universal goal—ensuring all children 
in Georgia are on a path to third 
grade reading proficiency, paving the 
way to improved outcomes throughout 
school and life.” 

https://getgeorgiareading.org/


REGISTER 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/business-recovery-rebuilding-your-business-post-covid-19-tickets-146816138021


 

Need project funding, here is a new opportunity 











 

Event by Karen Broad Pierce, Marti Wynne, Jerri Tuck, and Jenna Mashburn 

Pulaski County Courthouse 
Apr 30 at 6 PM EDT – May 6 at 12 PM EDT 

Why? 
-Because "God has esteemed His Word even above all His Name" Psalms 138:2. 
-To publicly honor the Lord and unite the community by openly proclaiming the    
 only inspired Guide to prepare us to fulfill His Will. 
-A marathon is an act of worship. Holding a Bible Reading Marathon to precede the     
 National Day of Prayer has been very successful! 
-Many groups of people will enjoy participating by volunteering as readers. 
-Any questions? Contact Karen Pierce- private message, text or call: 256-990-9589 
 
We are looking for Team Captains to help sign up volunteer readers for this event.   
As for churches, businesses, families and groups think to take blocks of time and members come to read 
together.  If someone or a family cannot come during that block of time contact me separately to sign up 
for when you can come.  I need to hear ASAP as soon as your group decides to read to reserve your 
spots... 
Each reader can read for at least 15 minutes or longer.  Captains can be from groups, churches, family 
groups, or businesses!  

The schedule looks like this! 
Friday, April 30th, 2021  

6pm with Opening Ceremony 
FIRST READER: 7pm - Midnight 

Saturday, May 1 6am - Midnight 
Sunday, May 2  2pm-Midnight 

Monday, May 3 6am—Midnight 
Tuesday, May 4 6am-Midnight 

Wednesday, May 5 6am-Midnight 
Thursday, May 6th 8:30am – LAST READER STARTS AT 11:30  

6pm- the National Day of Prayer 70th Anniversary Celebration 



Alex gives a chocolate tour at Finca Kobo in Costa Rica  

A Culinary Lens on  

Agritourism 
Tuesday, April 20, 2021 

9am Pacific daylight saving time; 12pm Eastern daylight 
saving time; 6pm Central European time; 6pm South 
Africa time; 9:30pm Indian time   

Moderator: Katharine Millonzi, Millonzi Consulting 

Speakers:  
Jane Connelly, Program Manager, World Food Travel As-
sociation, Spain 
Alex Retana Mena, Agriculturist and Dreamer, Finca Ko-
bo, Costa Rica 
Tom Morphew, CEO Full Circle Farms Sussex Ltd and The 

Food is an ultimate connector and a big part of why we travel. We share 
stories, form relationships and build communities around the table, and 
through our culinary traditions. In this gathering, we will hear stories from 
around the world of the relationship   between agritourism and cuisine. 
Our panelists include a cacao farmer in Costa Rica, a food tourism expert 
in Spain, and a regenerative farmer from the UK who works with chefs. 
They will describe how they foster experiences that embrace an authentic 
taste of place -- and attract tourists interested in supporting local food-
ways and rural livelihoods. 

To request a disability-related accommodation to participate in this program, please contact Becky Bartlett at 802-257-7967 
or Rebecca.Bartlett@uvm.edu so we may assist you.  

 
REGISTER ONLINE 
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Mike Roper, Chairman 

John Jones, Chairman Elect 

Jonathan Rogers, Vice Chairman 

Jessica Davies, Secretary-Treasurer 

CLICK THIS LINK TO SEARCH MIDDLE GEORGIA AREA 

JOBS 

https://mgeaworks.com/
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