Welcome to our fifteenth edition of “What’s going
on at HOME” a monthly newsletter of the
Hawkinsville-Pulaski Chamber of Commerce. This
newsletter will feature news and happenings in and
around our community. If you have an article that
you would like to share with the community, please
feel free to submit it to the Chamber office. Deadline for submission to be included in the next newsletter will be December 7, 2020. It can be dropped
by or emailed to info@hawkinsvillechamber.org
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Regions Bank Entrepreneurship Academy
The University of Georgia Small Business Development Center is
now introducing the Regions Bank Entrepreneurship Academy!
This program is a new series of four educational webinars that will
be offered at no-cost to business owners around the state. These
webinars will instruct on how to grow your business and incorporate
new processes to improve efficiency. You can attend any or all of the
Entrepreneurship Academy Webinars.
See available times & register above. Business owners who attend all four of
the online programs will be eligible to receive a certificate of completion.
Session 1: Building a Plan
This program will help business owners create and update their business plan. Attendees will learn
the different types of business plans and steps to build one in order to create a firm foundation for
their company for the next decade.
Session 2: Marketing
This is an interactive course designed to teach small business owners and key managers how to market their business effectively and efficiently. This program will get small business owners up to speed
on marketing strategies to develop innovative marketing tactics that build loyal customers and
Session 3: Digital Marketing
This course is designed to teach small business owners how to be successful in the digital landscape. This class will equip small business owners to develop successful digital marketing strategies,
get their business found online, reach and engage customers, and grow their business.
Session 4: Funding
This informative course will teach business owners how to use financial information to evaluate their
company’s financial health. After this webinar, attendees will feel confident understanding and analyzing financial statements to make solid business decisions.
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JOB
CENTER
Industrial Systems Tech Instructor
Position Available
APPLICATION DEADLINE: November 30, 2020
POSITION STATUS: Full Time
Position Description: Under general supervision, provides instruction to students in the classroom
and lab settings, prepares syllabi and lesson plans. The instructor must possess the ability to teach
all assigned classes in the Industrial Systems curriculum. Demonstrates the use of appropriate teaching techniques; use of appropriate testing and grading procedures including proper maintenance of
grade books and any other record-keeping required; effective use of oral and written communication skills; and knowledge of current in-field procedures. Follows approved course syllabus. Maintain
program requirements, attend/complete all professional development training; meet with students
and college personnel to discuss students’ instructional programs and other issues. Evaluates student progress in attaining goals and objectives. Completes all reports, records and invoices in a timely manner and maintains accurate inventory of all assigned properties. Maintain qualifications for
employment as described by the Technical College System of Georgia (TCSG) Policy Manual and accreditation standards. Follows rules and regulations as described by the TCSG Policy Manual and
other policies and procedures established by the institution. Position may involve teaching traditional day and/or evening classes or distance education classes and may require travel to instructional
locations within the College’s service area as well as other travel as needed.
For full job description and instructions to apply go to: https://www.easyhrweb.com/
JC_Central_GA/job%20descriptions/IDSY%20Instr%20-Multi%20-113020.pdf

Creative Loafing Marketing Opportunity
List your handmade or locally produced products in Creative Loafing’s holiday market.
This is a great opportunity to get the word out about your and the wonderful goodies
that you are producing. This is also a great way to get search engine happy links out
there to make Google happier and potentially increase traffic to your website.
List your products.

How Pumpkin Patches And Corn
Mazes Help Bring Visitors Into Rural
Areas
Pumpkin patches and corn
mazes are common on the
outskirts of cities, but even
more rural areas are getting in on the action. See
the full story by clicking
this here!

Hipcamp, the Airbnb of Camping:
Farmers Find New Source of Income
Renting Land for OutMaryland farmers are finding a new
source of income through a vacation
rental platform. Hipcamp is similar to
Airbnb, which allows people to rent out
their homes, apartments and other private quarters for short stays. But as the
name suggests, Hipcamp focuses on
camping accommodations. The company was started in 2013, and slowly
grew in popularity out West before
making its way to the East Coast. It has
grown in popularity since the onset of COVID-19 and the creation of the socially distant vacation. Click Here for Details!

Fork to Farmer
by Natalie Hampton

In the midst of North Carolina’s thriving farm-to-fork movement, a recent
graduate alumnus has developed a series of videos that focus on the farmers
behind some of the state’s best known local chefs.
Click Here for the full story.

Georgia Agriculture Tax Exemption (GATE)
Annual renewal for the Georgia Agriculture Tax Exemption (GATE) program is now open. Eligible
farmers can renew their GATE card for 2021 online starting Friday, November 6, 2020, by visiting https://forms.agr.georgia.gov/GATE/.
GATE cardholders who are to renew in 2021 will automatically be placed on the new three-year renewal program and will receive their renewal invoice in 2024. All current cards will expire December 31, 2020. Cardholders currently on two and three-year renewals will receive their 2021 cards
with the new expiration date of December 31, 2021, and do not need to renew or apply for the 2021
year. The GATE program was created through legislation to offer qualified agriculture producers a
sales tax exemption on agricultural equipment and production inputs. Qualified farmers and agricultural producers can apply to receive a certificate showing that they are eligible for this exemption.
Farmers are required to present the current year GATE Card at the time of each purchase. Producers needing assistance can contact the GATE program team at 855-FARMTAX
or farmtax@agr.georgia.gov.

Join Pulaski County Family
Connection in their effort to
improve reading proficiency
and school success for the
children of Pulaski County.

CLICK HERE for more information

BY: Lindsay Campbell
Hugs from cows—just what the doctor ordered.

In these turbulent times, we’re all looking
for ways to de-stress. Some have taken up
meditation. Others cuddle cows. Yes, that’s
right. Like goat yoga and horseback riding,
hugging cows is the latest therapeutic farm
pastime that has been gaining traction, according to a report from BBC. Offering cow cuddles as a form of therapy originated
in rural regions of the Netherlands more than a decade ago, and it has started to
emerge on farms in the United States as a form of agritourism.
This experience usually involves a tour of the farm and then a rest leaning against
cows for a cuddle that lasts around two or three hours. The combination of the animal’s warmer body temperature, slower heartbeat and larger body size reportedly
sets the tone for a calming, oxytocin boosting experience (the chemical that’s released during social bonding). Human touch is something that’s been lacking with
social isolation brought on by COVID-19. Medical professionals have said that being
deprived of human touch has negative health implications on its own. Also known
as touch starvation, lack of human touch has been linked to increases in stress, depression and anxiety. And with stress comes the release of the hormone cortisol,
which can increase heart rate, blood pressure and respiration while also suppressing the digestive and immune system.
Other research has shown that this therapeutic farm experience could also be
beneficial for the cows. In 2007, a European study published in the journal Applied Animal Behavior Science found that when the animals were massaged,
they showed cues of deep relaxation like lowered heart rate, stretching out their
necks and allowing their ears to fall back. So if you’re feeling victimized by touch
starvation, you might want to try treating yourself to some cow hugs. You’ll thank
us later. The cows will too.

